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Amendments to the Claim s: 

1. (currently amended) A container comprising: 

a side wall having an exterior surface and at least one friction portion effective to prevent 
skidding of the side wall on a surface adjacent the side wall, wherein: 

said container is adapted to be moved adjacent a circumferential surface of a rotary-style 
heater/cooler so that: 

(A) said at least one friction portion engages said circumferential surface of said 
rotary-style heater/oooler as said container is moved adjacent said circumferential surface 
of said rotary-style heater/cooler; and 

(B) said container is adapted to continuously rotates as said container is moved 
adjacent said circumferential surface of said rotary-style heater/cooler, due to an 
engagement between said at least one friction portion and said circumferential surface of 
said rotary-style heater/cooler. 

2. (original) The container of claim 1 9 wherein the friction portion encompasses 
substantially all of the exte rior surface of the side wall. 

3. (original) The container of claim 1, wherein the friction portion encompasses less than 
the entire exterior surface of the side wall, the friction portion having a coefficient of friction that 
is higher than that of a remainder of the side wall. 

4. (original) The container of claim 1, wherein the friction portion comprises a stippled 
surface protruding from the side wall. 

5. (previously amended) The container of claim 1, wherein the friction portion comprises 
wall members positioned ^bout the side wall, the wall members being protrusions from the side 
wall and effective to engage complementary protrusions of said circumferential surface of said 
rotary-style heater/cooler. 
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6. (original) The container of claim 1, wherein the friction portion is integral to the 
exterior surface of the side wall 

7. (original) The container of claim 1, wherein the friction portion is an embossed 
structure on the exterior surface of the side wall. 

8. (original) The detainer of claim 1, wherein the friction portion is attached to the 
exterior surface of the side wall. 

9. (original) The coatainer of claim 1, wherein the container comprises at least one of 
metal, plastic, and glass. 

10. (original) The container of claim 1 , comprising a plurality of friction portions on the 
exterior surface of the side wall. 

11. (original) The container of claim 10, wherein the friction portions encompass less 
than the entire exterior surface of the side wall, each of the friction portions having a coefficient 
of friction that is higher than that of a remainder of the side wall. 

12. (withdrawn) An anti-skid device comprising; 

an engagement suri ace having a friction portion effective to prevent skidding of a 
container against the engagement surface. 

13. (withdrawn) The anti-skid deice of claim 12, wherein the friction portion 
encompasses substantially all of the engagement surface. 
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14. (withdrawn) The anti-skid device of claim 12 7 wherein the fiiction portion 
encompasses less than the entire engagement surface, the friction portion having a coefficient of 
fiiction diat is higher than that of a remainder of the engagement surface. 

15. (withdrawn) The anti-skid deice of claim 12, wherein the friction portion comprises a 
stippled surface protruding from the engagement surface. 

16. (withdrawn) The anti-skid device of claim 12, wherein the friction portion comprises 
wall members positioned ;ibout the engagement surface, the wall members being protrusions 
from the engagement surf ; ice and effective to engage complementary protrusions of the 
container. 

17. (withdrawn) The anti-skid device of claim 12, wherein the friction portion is integral 
to the engagement surface. 

18. (withdrawn) The anti-skid device of claim 12, wherein the friction portion is an 
embossed structure on the engagement surface. 

19. (withdrawn) The anti-skid device of claim 12, wherein the friction portion is attached 
to the engagement surface. 

20. (withdrawn) The anti-skid device of claim 12, wherein the container comprises.at 
least one of metal, plastic, and glass, 

21. (withdrawn) The anti-skid device of claim 12, comprising a plurality of friction 
portions on the engagement surface. 
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22. (withdrawn) Tlie anti-skid device of claim 21, wherein the friction portions 
encompass less than the entire engagement surface, each of the friction portions having a 
coefficient of friction that is higher than that of a remainder of the engagement surface. 

23. (withdrawn) A method of preventing skidding of a container having a side wall on a 
surface adjacent the side wall, the method comprising the steps of; 

providing a container having a side wall with an exterior surface, and 
providing a surface adjacent the exterior surface of the side wall, 
wherein at least one of the exterior surface of the side wall and the surface adjacent the 
exterior surface of the side wall comprises a friction portion effective to prevent skidding of the 
exterior surface of the side wall on the surface adjacent the exterior surface of the side wall. 

24. (withdrawn) The method of claim 23, wherein the friction portion encompasses 
substantially all of the exterior surface of the side wall. 

25. (withdrawn) The method of claim 23, wherein the friction portion encompasses less 
than the entire exterior sur l ace of the side wall, the friction portion having a coefficient of 
friction that is higher than ihat of a remainder of the side wall. 

26. (withdrawn) The method of claim 23, wherein the friction portion comprises a 
stippled surface protruding from the side wall. 

27. (withdrawn) The method of claim 23, wherein the friction portion comprises wall 
members positioned about ihe side wall, the wall members being protrusions from the side wall 
and effective to engage complementary protrusions of the surface adjacent the side wall. 

28. (wididrawn) The method of claim 23, wherein the friction portion is integral to the 
exterior surface of the side wall. 

5 



PAGE 6/10 * RCVD AT 12/9/2005 9:49:34 AM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR: USPTO-EFXRF-6/24 * DNIS:2738300 ' CSID:4048817777 * DURATION (mm-ss):02-06 



Oqc-09-2005 09:50am Frora-ALSTON AND BIRD 



4048817777 



T-510 P. 007/010 F-289 



Appl.No.: 10/036,901 

Amdt. dated 12/09/2005 

Reply to Office action of June 8, 2005 

29. (withdrawn) The method of claim 23, wherein the friction portion is an embossed 
structure on the exterior surface of the side wall. 

30. (withdrawn) The method of claim 23, wherein the friction portion is attached to the 
exterior surface of the side wall, 

3 1 . (withdrawn) The method of claim 23, wherein the container comprises at least one of 
metal, plastic, and glass. 

32. (withdrawn) The method of claim 23, wherein the container comprises a plurality of 
friction portions on the ex lerior surface of the side wall. 

33. (withdrawn) The method of claim 32, wherein the friction portions encompass less 
than the entire exterior suj face of the side wall, each of the friction portions having a coefficient 
of friction that is higher than that of a remainder of the side wall. 

34. (withdrawn) The method of claim 23, wherein the friction portion encompasses 
substantially all of the exterior surface of the surface adjacent the side wall. 

35. (withdrawn) The method of claim 23, wherein the friction portion encompasses less 
than the entire surface adjacent the side wall, the friction portion having a coefficient of friction 
that is higher than that of ;i remainder of the surface adjacent the side wall. 

36. (withdrawn) The method of claim 23, wherein the friction portion comprises a 
stippled surface protrudini' from the surface adjacent side wall. 
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37. (withdrawn) Tlie method of claim 23, wherein the friction portion comprises wall 
members positioned about the surface adjacent the side wall, the wall members being protrusions 
from the surface adjacent ihe side wall and effective to engage complementary protrusions of the 
side wall. 

38. (withdrawn) The method of claim 23, wherein the friction portion is integral to the 
surface adjacent the side wall. 

39. (withdrawn) The method of claim 23, wherein the friction portion is an embossed 
structure on the surface adjacent the side wall. 

40. (withdrawn) The method of claim 23, wherein the friction portion is attached to the 
surface adjacent the side * all. 

41. (withdrawn) The method of claim 23, wherein the surface adjacent the side wall 
comprises a plurality of friction portions. 

42. (withdrawn) Tlie method of claim 42, wherein the friction portions encompass less 
than the entire surface adjacent the side wall, each of the friction portions having a coefficient of 
friction that is higher than that of a remainder of the surface adjacent the side walL 

43. (withdrawn) A method of preventing skidding of a container having a side wall on a 
surface adjacent the side \* :ill, the method comprising the steps of: 

providing a container having a side wall with a friction portion, and 
providing a surface adjacent the side wall, the friction portion effective to prevent 
skidding of the side wall oj i the surface adjacent the side wall. 
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44. (withdrawn) A method of preventing skidding of a container having a side wall on a 
surface adjacent the side v all, the method comprising the steps of: 

providing a container having a side wall; and 

providing a surface adjacent the side wall, the surface adjacent the side wall having a 
friction portion effective M prevent skidding of the side wall on the surface adjacent the side 
wall. 

45. (original) The iontainer of Claim 1, wherein: 

said circumferential surface of said rotary-style heater/cooler comprises at least one rail 

46. (original) The container of Claim 1, wherein: 

said at least one friction portion comprises both a first friction portion and a second 
friction portion; 

said interior surface of said rotary-style heater/cooler comprises both a first rail and a 
second rail; 

said first friction portion is adapted to engage said first rail; and 
said second friction portion is adapted to engage said second rail. 

47. (original) The container of Claim 1, wherein: 

said at least one friction portion comprises a first plurality of ribs that are at least partially 
aligned in a direction of a longitudinal axis of said container. 

48. (original) The container of Claim 47, wherein: 

said circumferential surface comprises a second plurality of ribs that are complementary 
to said first plurality of ribs. 
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